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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is in response to application no. 10/549655 filed 9/16/2005. 
Priority 

1 . Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 119(a)-(d). The certified copy has been filed in parent Application No. 2003- 
071516, filed on 3/17/2003. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Sato 
etal.(US 7,131,984 B2). 

Regarding claim 1, Sato et al. disclose a lancing device comprising: a moving 
member (31) for moving a needle in an advancing direction from a standby position to a 
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puncturing position; and a housing (2) arranged to allow the moving member to move in 
the advancing direction and in a retreating direction opposite to the advancing direction; 
wherein the moving member moves in close contact with the housing, wherein the 
housing includes a first space (30) which is offset in the retreating direction from a 
portion contacting with the moving member, and a second space (21) which is offset in 
the advancing direction from the portion contacting with the moving member; wherein 
the moving member is moved in the retreating direction to be brought to the standby 
position by a pressure difference produced between the first space and the second 
space (column 7, lines 4-22). 

Regarding claim 2, Sato et al. disclose the lancing device according to claim 1 , 
further comprising a fixing means (31a) for fixing the moving member to the housing at 
the standby position, with an urging force applied in the advancing direction, and also 
comprising a disengaging means (4) for dissolving the fixing of the moving member, 
wherein the moving member is moved from the standby position in the advancing 
direction by the urging force (column 6, lines 56-61). 

Regarding claim 3, Sato et al. disclose the lancing device according to claim 2, 
wherein the urging force is applied to the moving member by a resilient member ((34); 
columns 6-7, lines 62-67, 1-3). 

Regarding claim 4, Sato et al. disclose the lancing device according to claim 3, 
wherein the resilient member is a coil spring (34, 17a, 17b) or a bellows (column 7, lines 
66-67). 
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Regarding claim 5, Sato et al. disclose the lancing device according to claim 1 , 
wherein the pressure difference causes the moving member to receive suction directed 
in the retreating direction (abstract). 

Regarding claim 6, Sato et al. disclose the lancing device according to claim 5, 
wherein the moving member (31 ) is moved in the retreating direction (N2) by making 
pressure in the first space (30) smaller than pressure in the second space (21) beyond 
a predetermined value (column 8, lines 53-60). 

Regarding claim 7, Sato et al. disclose the lancing device according to claim 6, 
wherein the moving member is moved in the retreating direction by making pressure in 
the first space smaller than atmospheric pressure beyond a predetermined value 
(column 9, lines 6-16). 

Regarding claim 8, Sato et al. disclose the lancing device according to claim 5, 
further comprising a negative pressure generating means for generating a negative 
pressure in the second space (column 9, lines 6-16). 

Regarding claim 9, Sato et al. disclose the lancing device according to claim 8, 
wherein the negative pressure generating means individually generates negative 
pressure in the first space and the second space (columns 8-9, lines 53-67, 1-16). 

Regarding claim 10, Sato et al. disclose the lancing device according to claim 8, 
wherein the negative pressure generating means generates the negative pressure in 
the first space for applying a suctioning force to the moving member, so that the moving 
member is moved to the standby position (columns 8-9, lines 53-67, 1-16). 
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Regarding claim 11, Sato et al. disclose the lancing device according to claim 8, 
wherein the negative pressure generating means comprises a pump (3). 

Regarding claim 12, Sato et al. disclose the lancing device according to claim 2, 
wherein airflow into the first space (30) is caused before or on disengaging the moving 
member (31) by the disengaging means ((4); column 8, lines 54-64). 

Regarding claim 13, Sato et al. disclose the lancing device according to claim 

1 2, wherein the air flow into the first space is caused when the moving member is 
disengaged by the disengaging means (column 8, lines 54-64). 

Regarding claim 14, Sato et al. disclose the lancing device according to claim 

13, wherein the disengaging means (4) comprises an operating portion (5) to be 
operated to cause the disengaging means to act on the engaging means, wherein 
positional selection of the operating portion determines whether the first space (30) is 
caused to communicate with outside or not to communicate with the outside (column 9, 
lines 30-37). 

Regarding claim 15, Sato et al. disclose the lancing device according to claim 

14, wherein the operating portion (5) is movable in the advancing direction and the 
retreating direction, with part thereof protruding out of the housing, the operating portion 
including an engaging part (52) accommodated in the housing, wherein the housing is 
formed with a through-hole (55) for allowing the operating portion to move in the 
advancing direction and in the retreating direction, wherein the engaging part is used to 
select between a state in which the engaging part closes the through-hole and a state in 
which the engaging part does not close the through-hole (column 8, lines 20-24). 
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Regarding claim 16, Sato et al. disclose the lancing device according to claim 1 , 
wherein the second space (21) is provided with a retreating means (13) for moving the 
needle back in the retreating direction after the needle is brought to the puncturing 
position (column 7, lines 23-41; fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 17, Sato et al. disclose a lancing device comprising: a moving 
member (31) for moving a needle (10b) in an advancing direction from a standby 
position to a puncturing position; and a housing (2) allowing the moving member to 
move in the advancing direction and in a retreating direction opposite to the advancing 
direction, wherein a dividing wall is provided for dividing an inner space of the housing 
into a first space (30) offset in the retreating direction and a second space (21) offset in 
the advancing direction (column 7, lines 65-67; wherein a bellow is defined by a dividing 
wall and the spring may be replaced with a bellow), wherein the moving member (31) is 
moved in the retreating direction to be brought to the standby position by a pressure 
difference produced between the first space and the second space (abstract; columns 
8-9, lines 53-67, 1-16). 

Regarding claim 18, Sato et al. disclose the lancing device according to claim 

17, wherein the dividing wall includes a bellows (column 7, lines 65-67). 

Regarding claim 19, Sato et al. disclose the lancing device according to claim 

1 8, further comprising a fixing means (31 a) for fixing the moving member (31 ) to the 
housing (2) at the standby position, with an urging force applied in the advancing 
direction, wherein the moving member is moved from the standby position in the 
advancing direction by the urging force (column 6, lines 56-61). 
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Regarding claim 20, Sato et al. disclose the lancing device according to claim 

19, wherein the urging force is applied to the moving member by at least one resilient 
member (34, 17a, 17b). 

Regarding claim 21, Sato et al. disclose the lancing device according to claim 

20, wherein said at least one resilient member comprises the bellows (column 7, lines 
65-67). 

Regarding claim 22, Sato et al. disclose the lancing device according to claim 

21 , wherein said at least one resilient member further comprises a coil spring ((34, 17a, 
17b); column 7, lines 65-67). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The following references are cited for disclosing related limitation 
of the applicant's claimed and disclosed invention: Sakata et al. (US 2006/0047220 
A1), Matsumoto et al. (US 2006/0129065 A1), Sakata et al. (US 2006/0224171 A1), & 
Latterell et al. (US 2001/0011157 A1). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SARAH A. SIMPSON whose telephone number is 571- 
270-3865. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8 am - 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Terrell McKinnon can be reached on 571-272-4797. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Sarah A Simpson/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 4148 
28 April 2008 

/Terrell L Mckinnon/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4148 



